DAWN OF THE LIVING LIVING
JOHN 20:19-23, 30-31
EPHESIANS 2:1-10

The Night of the Living Dead (Eph. 2:1-3)

John 20:19-23, 30-31
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the
Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld”… Now
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

The Sonrise—Grace Changes Everything (2:4-5)

The Dawn of the Living Living (Eph. 2:5-10)

Ephesians 2:1-10

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience-- among whom we all once
lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God,
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by
grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Going Deeper
(For individual or small groups to go deeper with the passage)


Read Ephesians chapter 1 through chapter 2:10. Take note of the shared phrases,
ideas and themes.



Ephesians 2:1-3 talks about bondage and enslavement. What are the ways people
are enslaved that Paul gives? Have you experienced these?



Paul was a devout Jew, someone whose behavior would have been exemplary in
the moral categories. How does enslavement affect religious people? How come
behavior modification is powerless to truly transform us?



What are the words which Paul uses to describe God? Which is the most important to you today?



Paul uses three verbs to express what God HAS DONE FOR US already in uniting us
with Christ. What are they? How do they align with the enslavement in verses 13?



What are you saved from? What are you saved for?

Spiritual Exercise: Read Ephesians 2:1-10 again, but before you read, ask God to help
you see clearly where you are in this passage. Then, read the passage and respond in
faith to what God is calling you to do.

